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American studies
program finds
campus interest

President’s Corner
By DOUG SIMPSON
WWSC Alumni President
Edmonds freshman Scott Lacy is the first
recipient of the Alumni Board of Trustees
scholarship, a year’s tuition grant awarded to
the son or daughter of a Western alumnus.
Lacy was selected for the scholarship over
several other candidates at the Alumni Board
of Trustees meeting in October. The $495
grant consists of contributions of alumni
board members and others. The scholarship is
not a part of the annual Alumni Fund Drive.
Scott is the son of Loren Lacy, a 1954
Western grad. The elder Lacy, formerly from
Canada, is now a teacher at Briar Elementary
School in Edmonds. His wife Joan (formerly
Lambson) also attended Western.
Young Lacy was admitted to Western with
honors (top one per cent of the freshman
class) after graduating in the top 15 of his
class at Edmonds High School last spring with
a grade point average of 3.6. At EHS he was
active in debate. Honor Society and chorus.
The red-headed freshman is considering either
teaching or computer work, with possible
joint majors in math and either chemistry or
computer science.
Lacy, who finds college easier than he
expected, says, “All my teachers are really
good—I like it here.” He selected Western over
Seattle U because it is friendlier, less costly
and was recommended by his parents. He had
previously seen the campus at a debate
tournament and liked it.
A resident of Higginson Hall, Lacy enjoys
skiing and science fiction, and he’d like to
learn to sail. The bespectacled young scholar
says everyone at Western has been friendly
and helpful. (See picture below,)

* * *

ALUMNI PROFILE: Tim O’Grady, class
of 1970, is certainly one of the busiest
members of Western’s alumni board. In
addition to working as a claims adjustor for
the state in Tacoma and serving on the
Alumni Association Executive Committee as a
member-at-large, O’Grady took on the added
responsibility of a member of the Board of
Trustees of Tacoma Community College. And
you know what that means!
O’Grady was right in the middle of the
teachers’ strike there this past fall. A former
ASB president at TCC (before transferring to

WWSC), Tim was asked by the student body
adviser if he’d be willing to serve on the
board. He was nominated by the ASB and
named by Governor Evans last June to serve a
three-year term.
Of the strike, O’Grady points out,
“Communication should never be under
estimated. The lack of It is a terrible thing—a
sure sign of trouble.’’ This was the problem at
TCC when faculty
and
administration
“wouldn’t talk or listen to each other.’’
Tim, a 1966 graduate of Lincoln High in
Tacoma, has always been Interested in
politics. Through
out
college
he
worked for the
Democratic Party,
especially for Con
gressman
Lloyd
Meeds.
While a
student
at
Western, he ran
for the Tacoma
City Council in
1969, and lost by
just 2,000 votes In
“a good race.’’
O ’Grady
Now O’Grady
serves as an Industrial Relations Repre
sentative for the state. He contacts employers,
helping to find jobs and settle discrimination
reports. He calls it fascinating work and sees
women’s rights as the big Issue right now.
“I found the atmosphere on Western’s
campus nice, and I had very good instruc
tors,’’ O’Grady says of Western. “I want to
help promote the school’s growth and help in
any way I can.’’
An avid sports fan, Tim last spring became
chairman of the association’s athletic com
mittee. He wants to promote the Carver fund
(for athletic scholarships) and stimulate
alumni interest In Western’s athletic teams. He
was Instrumental in arranging a block of
tickets for alums at this month’s Daffodil
Classic basketball tourney In Tacoma.
O’Grady sees growth and success in
athletics as a key to growth in the college. “I
am a firm believer in that,’’ he asserts.
“Athletics Is a key to pride and growth in the
institution.’’
Tim, who Is married to Gail Buccini (class
of ’71), became a member of the alumni
board In the spring of 1972 and was elected
executive-at-large last June. He plans to enter
law school at UPS in the near future. □

Simpson, Lacy
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Western’s American studies program
is a major-minor concentration serving
the interests of students and faculty
who have found that many areas of
American
civilization
cannot
be
adequately explored by fulfilling the
requirements for a major within a single
department.
It also serves those students who are
intellectually aroused by the prospect of
interdisciplinary study—the use of the
methods of one discipline to explore
another related body of knowledge. It
further allows for the development of
new strategic approaches in the ex
ploration of American culture.
According to Dr. Merrill Lewis,
director of the program, Western
attempts to avoid pitfalls sometimes
found in similar offerings.
“Most of us Involved In the develop
ment of the program have been Involved
in American studies at some prior time
In our formal education,” Lewis said.
“We have found that one real danger in
such an effort is a lack of discipline.
There is a tendency to let the student
wander around without direction.
“Our project has enough structure
built into it that we think we will be
able to maintain contact with the
students and their goals. The faculty is
interested in exploring new approaches
to the study of American culture. There
are many students at Western in the
midst of exploring new areas of interest,
and potential students who might be
contemplating this type of exploration.
Our objective is to get the two
together.”
Four
different
individualized
sequences of study are currently
available—Northwest studies, religion In
America, science and technology in
America and myth and folklore in
America. Each contains recommended
courses providing fundamental back
ground material, coupled with a wide
variety of electives.
Students may, in addition, map their
own program of study, with guidance
from the American studies committee.
The program offers both breadth and
flexibility. The basic course require
ments provide an introduction to at
least four distinctive approaches to the
study and evaluation of American
culture. Three core courses introduce
the student to interdisciplinary study,
acquaint him with existing scholarship
and give him an opportunity to plan and
undertake an independent-study pro
ject. □

Death course popular at Fairhaven College
“Death — Enrollment Limit 20“
That could be the title of a
chiller-type suspense movie, but it’s not.
Instead, it’s the listing of a course being
taught for the third year at Fairhaven
College.
One of only a few such classes being
offered in this country, the course is
designed to ex
plore the sub
ject in an interd iscip1inary
way,
utilizing
such topics as
literature, ana
tomy,
religion
and others to
create an aca
demic
under
standing of the
Keller
fact and impact of death.
What makes the course interestingaside from the uniqueness of its
content—is the number of students who
want to take it each year. Dr. Robert H.
Keller, who designed and teaches the
seminar-type class, says he had expected
it to have very limited appeal.
“The first year it was offered, 1 fully
expected perhaps only two or three
students would sign up. Instead, there
were 25, with 26 more on a waiting
list.’’
The next year, both the class size and
the waiting list had grown tremen
dously. Because classes at Fairhaven are
deliberately kept small for maximum

individualization, an enrollment limit of
20 has now been established and at
times as many as 50 students are waiting
to take the course.
Why do young people sign up for a
class on death? That question is put to
the students their first night in class.
Their answers reveal that most of them
have given the topic a good deal of
thought.
“I’m horrified at the thought of
death,’’ said one young woman. “The
way I was raised, I can’t cope with it. I
hope the course can bring me into
contact with people who have thought
about it, and who can help me put it
into perspective.’’
One young man, the son of a
minister, said his introduction to death
had been casual, through the funerals
over which his father presided. “I began
to realize that old people tended to die
mostly at the end of spring and the end
of fall. I got curious about death and
life after death. Do I even want a life
after death? I want to confront that.’’
Another young woman said a study
of other cultures had convinced her
Americans are very death-fearing and
try to deny their mortality through
violence. “I don’t think people know
how to live until they can confront the
fact of death,’’ she said.
Such reasons for taking the course
parallel Dr. Keller’s reasons for teaching
it. A minister himself at one time, he
took a college course in the psychology

SAE charter granted at Western
Students at Western have been
granted a charter to form a campus
branch of the Society of Automotive
Engineers (SAE) by the national organi
zation, headquartered in New York. Of
78 applications for charters received by
SAE this year. Western’s was one of
only 15 granted, even though the
college does not have an engineering
department.
The new chapter, with 30 members,
has elected officers for the coming year
and has set about the task of getting
organized. President of the group is
Gerry Usher, a senior from England.
Corry Hildenbrand, a junior from
Seattle, is vice president and Joseph
Demarte, a senior from Seattle, was
named treasurer.
The charter was granted following
examination by the national organi
zation of Western’s curriculum offerings
and student activities. The college was
encouraged to apply for membership by
SAE officials following a competition in

Detroit in 1972 in which the urban car
produced by the Technology Depart
ment finished third against entries from
engineering schools from throughout
the United States and Canada.
Affiliation with the national organi
zation gives WWSC students access to
valuable information and facilities
which otherwise would not be available
to them. Films, books, speakers and
other resource material and personnel
can be obtained. As members of SAE,
Bellingham students will be able to use
the wind tunnel at the University of
Washington,
testing equipment at
Boeing and other regional facilities.
Faculty adviser for the local group is
Dr. Michael Seal, assistant professor of
technology.
A major activity of the new student
group during the coming year will be
organization of a fuel-economy run
from Blaine to Tiajuana, Mexico, to
take place in 1975. □

of religion, dealing specifically with
funerals and bereavement and how
people recovered—or didn’t recover—
from grief.
“It’s one of my convictions that If
anything can prepare you for the fact of
death. It’s thinking about and looking at
It before it happens, rather than letting
It catch you unaware,’’ he tells his
students. “Yet in our society, death is a
taboo subject.’’
Dr. Keller points out that death has
replaced sex in this country as the most
prohibited topic. “We treat death as we
used to treat sexuality in the 19th
century,’’ he says. “We make up phrases
like “passed away’’ to avoid the word
‘died.’ We even send our pets away to be
‘put to sleep.’ ’’ Above all, there is a
minimum of contact with corpses.
To expose his students to as many
aspects of death as possible. Dr. Keller
utilizes a wide variety of experiences.
Students are expected to read and
annotate ten books during the quarter
and will see and discuss several films, all
concerning death or dying. Each student
must also complete an individual project
on some phase of the subject and must
complete an evaluation of that project.
The course is not limited to im
personal classwork. During the quarter,
students will encounter death face to
face on several occasions. Scheduled are
field trips to a cemetery, a mortuary, a
rendering plant and, finally, to the King
County morgue to watch an autopsy.
These last two trips are not man
datory, but students generally decide to
take them. Dr. Keller says. “Even those
who at the beginning of the course say
they won’t, usually change their minds
and do go,’’ he observes.
The purpose of the trip to the
rendering plant is to make students
aware that humans are not the only
creatures who die and whose dying must
be dealt with. Dr. Keller says. It’s also a
preparation for the sight of death away
from the trappings of a funeral home.
While a few of the students have seen
dead humans, their experience is usually
limited to attendance at funerals. The
trip to the morgue has, in past years,
had a tremendous impact on partici
pants, thanks to the efforts of Gayle
Wilson, M.D., who recently retired as
King County coroner.
Along with a discussion on the
nature of the work of the coroner’s
office. Dr. Wilson also lectured on
human anatomy and then performed an
autopsy in view of the students. The
subject of the autopsy performed during
last year’s field trip was a 19-year-old
college student who’d died from an
overdose of drugs, a sobering experience
for young students who tend to think of
death as the province of the elderly. □
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Social sciences history traced
When Western was a normal school,
the main work of the faculty was
preparing students to teach elementary
school. According to Dr. Keith Murray,
professor of history, social science
teachers were expected to present
methods courses rather than, for ex
ample, to study in depth the causes of
the American Revolution.
During the 1920s, however, the
emphasis changed and the faculty at the
normal began to concentrate more upon
subject matter.
In 1925, the faculty developed a
general education program which in
cluded an introduction to contemporary

Arntzen

civilization. This course was assigned to
Edward J. Arntzen, who had been
employed in 1924. Under Arntzen’s
leadership, material was added in the
fields of art history and world literature
to the basic civilization courses.
When Professor Arntzen became
chairman of the Social Studies Depart
ment in the early 1930s, he laid plans
for several specialized subject-matter
areas of instruction. Five academic
disciplines were blocked out with the
idea that each would eventually become
a separate department. Arntzen hired a
person in each area who had a strong
academic background, and who could
become a “lead-man” in his field at the
college. Under this program. Dr. Murray
was hired in 1946 as “lead-person” In
the field of history.
“When I first came to Western, there
were only three people in the Social
Studies Department, and each taught a
wide variety of subjects,” Dr. Murray
recalls. “All three, for example, taught
the history of civilization. It didn’t
make any difference whether the
subject
was
in
your
field
of
specialization or not, you taught the
course.”
<r
There wasn’t much time for re-
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search then, because you were too busy
trying to keep ahead of the students in
your classes,” Dr. Murray continued. “If
the President called you into his office
at nine o’clock, you might have a tough
time teaching your ten o’clock because
you had planned to use that hour to
prepare for It.
“Arntzen taught economics and
world civilization, Thomas Hunt taught
geography and English history, and
Nora Cummins, who had been a
supervisor in the campus school in
1917,
taught
European
history,
sociology and political science,” Dr.
Murray said.
As other faculty were added to the
department over the years, each became
responsible for a different aspect of its
curriculum. Eventually there was a
person with a Ph.D. in each of the areas
of
history,
geography, sociology/
anthropology, economics/business, and
political science.
“At one time there were only 23
people on the faculty who held the
Ph.D. degree,” Dr. Murray said, “and
social studies had seven of them.”
As part of a general college adminis
trative reorganization in 1960, each of
the five areas in social studies had grown
strong enough to allow Arntzen to
resign as chairman, and each of his
“lead-men” then became a department
chairman. Dr. Murray remained as
chairman of the History Department
until 1969. □

first leaders
(The following article consists of
excerpts from ''Western at 75, a new
history of the college by Dr. Arthur C.
Hicks, soon to be published.)
”

m
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With the completion of the library in 1928 (lower right) a second stage in the development of the campus was accomplished. The school had grown beyond
the confines of one building and the green quadrangle in front of Old Main had been defined. The campus remained relatively unchanged for a period of
seven years. A portion of Waldo Field, with covered bleachers, can be seen at right.

Two rows of ornate chandeliers provided lighting in library’s
main reading room.

The library staff at the time the Library Building was com
pleted consisted of six persons.

in 1921, the legislature appropriated $219, 788 for con
struction of a new women's residence to replace the first
Edens Hall. By Christmas, the new building, dubbed “The
home of color and light” by Elia Higginson, had been
completed.

Waldo Field, named for the third president of the school, was in service from 1923 to 1935 and has
been replaced by academic buildings and “Red Square. ” Twenty-first Street can be seen angling right
in background, while old road to Sehome Hill veers off to left.

Svtsv:?.''

During the first two decades, the
program at Bellingham State Normal
School was dedicated to one objective—
the education of teachers for the
common schools of the state. After
1920, the evolving program of teacher
education constituted four post-hlghschool years and the institution was on
Its way toward becoming a full-fledged
college.
The school was guided through its
first decade and a half by Dr. Mathes,
whose title remained principal to the
end of his administration. On July 23,
1913, however. Dr. Mathes requested
the Board of Trustees to relieve him of
his duties not later than june of the
following year.
Upon his departure, the trustees
asserted that during his Incumbency, the
institution had become “one of the
foremost normal schools of the West.”
The board entered into negotiations
with Dr. George W. Nash and declared
his appointment as of August 1. During
the intervening month of July, 1914,
faculty member Frank Deerwester
served as acting principal.
Dr. Nash, whose title was changed
from “principal” to “president” in
1915, came to Bellingham following
diversified experience In South Dakota
which included five years as professor of
mathematics and astronomy at Yankton
College, two terms as state super
intendent of public instruction and nine
years as president of the South Dakota
State Normal and Industrial School at
Aberdeen.
Dr. Nash remained at the helm for
two years and two quarters. In March,
1922, he left to become president of an
educational
foundation
established
under authority of the National Council
of Congregational Churches of America.
At his departure, the Board of
Trustees purchased his home on Oak
Street. The building was used as the
president’s residence until the adminis
tration of Dr. jarrett in 1959.
Dr. Dwight B. Waldo who succeeded
Dr. Nash had served as head of Western
State Normal School at Kalamazoo,
Michigan, for 18 years. He remained for
little more than a year, being replaced in
August, 1923, by Dr. Charles H. Fisher.
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Fairhaven College attracts senior citizens
A program to bring senior citizens to
college got under way during November
at Fairhaven College and, if Leone
Western has her way, the program will
be a rousing success.
Mrs. Western, a senior citizen herself,
has been appointed director of a pilot
project called The Bridge, a federally
funded experiment in education for
older persons.
The Bridge is one component of a
$134,333 grant which will be used to
bring retirees, middle-aged people and
pre-schoolers to
Fairhaven cluster
college for a multi-generational living
and learning experience.
No stranger to new senior citizen
activities, Mrs. Western comes to Fair
haven from Port Angeles where she
organized and, for the past four years,
directed a Senior Citizen Drop-In
Center. She also founded for Peninsula
College a state-accredited Institution of
higher education for senior citizens, at
which she has been teaching two
courses.
Senior citizens coming to Fairhaven
are not required to attend classes, but
have the voluntary option of doing so.
They also may serve as resource persons
for younger Fairhaven students. Mrs.
Western hopes, however, that many of
them will choose to further their
education.
“I’m going to be wearing many
hats,” she says, “and one of my jobs
will be to encourage those who come to
take advantage of the educational and
cultural opportunities available on a
college campus. We hope they will take
advantage of these opportunities to
enrich their lives.”
Two Fairhaven College residence
halls were remodeled into apartments to
accommodate the 30 to 40 older
persons who are part of The Bridge.
While most of those who have
applied so far are coming from nearby
areas, inquiries have been received from
as far away as Florida. Interest appears
to be greatest among retirees who are
already college graduates, but Mrs.
Western is hopeful that others also will
come.
“We want people with all sorts of
backgrounds,” she says. “We want to
mix persons with different levels of
income, educational experiences, and
jobs and careers. We’re really looking
for aware people.”
Because living in a college environ
ment would not be suitable for
everyone, all applicants are being
carefully screened to insure that those
who do come will enjoy the experience.
“I think food, conversation and
music are the keys in group dynamic
work,” Mrs. Western says. “Give people
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Mrs. Leone Western poses on the Fairhaven campus, with administration budding (ieft) and
residence haiis in background.

those, with time to talk, and you can
mix any age groups and span the bridge.
I don’t see any problems but the
challenges are stimulating.”
Mrs. Western
Is hopeful
that
instructors will be found, not only on
the Western campus, but also in the
Bellingham community for subjects
which might appeal to the senior
citizens.
When she isn’t busy with all her
planning activities, Mrs. Western is also
finding time to renew old acquaintances
in the area. Both she and her husband,
Robert, were longtime Bellingham
residents although they have been gone
for more than 30 years. Mrs. Western,
the former Leone Noble, attended both

Bellingham
Normal
and
Western
Washington College of Education and
taught kindergarten here many years
ago. She also worked for a time for
radio station KVOS.
“In fact,” Mrs. Western says with a
smile, “one of the first persons I met
the day I arrived at Western was
someone who came up to me and said,
‘I was in your Sunday School class.’ ”
Other friends from long ago can be
expecting to hear from Mrs. Western as
well. She is already making plans to
contact other senior citizens in the area
who may be able to help her with the
many activities she has in mind for the
new program. □

Gene Omey appointed registrar
B. Eugene Omey has been appointed
to the position of Registrar at Western.
The promotion, following unanimous
recommendation of the selection and
search committee, was announced by
the Board of Trustees at their November
1 meeting in Bellingham.
According to Dr. Jerry M. Anderson,
academic vice president. Western will
profit from the
CO ntributlons
Omey will be
able to make In
his new assign
ment. “We are
fortunate
to
have a person of
his caliber for
this position,”
he said.
Omey,
37,
Omey
has served as director of admissions at

Western since 1964. In his new post, he
replaces William O’Neil who was re
cently appointed executive assistant to
the vice president for academic affairs
and director of the summer session.
Born in Nebraska, Omey attended
public schools in Kent. He earned a
bachelor of arts degree, graduating with
honors, and a master of arts in
education
from Washington
State
University. He is a member of Phi Beta
Kappa academic honorary society.
Before coming to Western, Omey was
a teacher in Santa Cruz (California)
schools. He served for five years as
admissions counselor at WSU.
The admissions committee of the
college, acting as a search committee, is
seeking candidates nationwide in order
to select a person to fill the position of
admissions director made vacant by
Omey’s promotion. □

Blind Western grad teaches at school for blind
When school began this fall, Carol
Mowbray of Bellingham was teaching in
a new classroom. Armed with a recently
earned master’s degree In education
from Western, the 10-year teaching
veteran took on a new challenge:
working with sightless youngsters at the
State
School
for
the
Blind
In
Vancouver, Washington.
Behind those scarcely unusual facts
lie
several unusual stories. Carol
Mowbray is blind herself and was the
first sightless teacher of normal
kindergarten and second grade students
in the United States. But working with
sighted children, rewarding as It was,
was only a stepping stone toward
Carol’s ultimate teaching goal, helping
the blind to help themselves.
Married, and the mother of two
children, Carol had discontinued her
teaching career with Bassett Unified
School District in Southern California
when the family moved to Washington
two years ago. A graduate of Whittier
College, she wanted to return to school
to take special education classes which
would give her needed background to
work with handicapped children.
Several obstacles loomed In her path,
however. Many of the required classes
she would need for her master’s degree
involved work seemingly Impossible for
a sightless person. Her husband’s salary
as a welder, while adequate to the
family’s needs, might not cover the
costs of her returning to college.
Transportation to Western, three miles
from home, was unavailable.
Encouragement, however, came from
a variety of sources. “Often, blind
students are told there are classes they
can’t take,’’ Carol explains, “either
because professors feel they might be
dangerous or just too difficult. But
Western’s special education program has
very fine professional teachers, highly
dedicated. They did everything they
could to help me.’’
Additional
encouragement
came
from the Vocational Rehabilitation
Service for the Blind which offered
tuition assistance and also provided
“readers’’—people who would record
textbooks onto tapes.
Further financial assistance came in
the form of a fellowship which
permitted Carol to work in the
Association
of
Special
Education
Instructional Materials Center—known
as ASEIMC—a part of the WWSC library
which deals with educational materials.
Yet another monetary boost came
from an unusual scholarship. Many
years before, a retired janitor from
Spokane visited the WWSC campus
while on vacation. He happened to
encounter a crippled student and was

impressed with the girl’s determination
to get an education despite her
handicap.
Following his death several years
later, it was discovered that he had left a
bequest of $2,000 to WWSC to be used
to help other crippled students.
While Carol was blind, rather than
crippled,
college
officials
were
impressed by her determination and
wrote to trustees of the estate, asking If
she might qualify. With their approval,
Carol received a $500 scholarship from
the Clarence W. Eggleston fund.
The transportation problem was
solved. In part, by two retired
Bellingham men, a music teacher and an
army major. “People who want blind
people to help themselves give their
time,’’ Carol says of these men and
others who helped her. When, on
occasion, no rides were available, she
walked the several miles to and from the
college.
Carol cannot say enough about the
people who helped and encouraged her.
“I was given every chance to reach my
own potential. Nobody ever said,
‘What’s she doing here?’ I was expected
to do the same work as everybody else.’’
Part of this work Included a class In
activities for the handicapped in which
teachers
learn
things
such
as
woodworking so they can pass these
skills to their students. Carol wielded a
saw and other tools along with her
classmates and found learning to mitre a
picture frame one of her more
challenging experiences.
Another class involved working with
a particular kind of graph for which no
braille
equivalent
was
available.
Undaunted, Carol’s professor took
plastic paper home to his wife and, with
a sewing machine, that problem was
solved.
While her educational dilemmas were
being resolved, however, a personal
problem was marring the family’s
happiness. While five-year-old Susan
Mowbray is normally sighted, her older
brother John, 6, is legally blind. Plans
for his future included sending him
away to a special school where he could
be taught braille and other things
necessary to Insure his independence.
While the Mowbrays were convinced
such schooling was essential, the
thought of separation was almost more
than they could bear.
Again Carol’s WWSC professors came
to her aid. With her master’s degree in
special education, they argued, she
would be qualified to work not only
with the physically handicapped, but
also with the mentally retarded, both
areas
occasionally
coupled
with

blindness. Her own sightlessness would
give her a special rapport with blind
youngsters. Why not apply for a
teaching position at the State School for
the Blind?
With their encouragement, Carol did
apply. Another friend, herself a polio
victim, helped Carol type needed letters
and applications and, to the family’s
delight, she was accepted.
During one busy week, Carol
received
her
master’s
degree
in
education—the first ever awarded to a
blind student at Western—and the
family made a hurried trip to Vancouver
to house-hunt and enroll John in first
grade at the School for the Blind. An
Ideal home was found, right on a bus
line to the school, and the family
returned to Bellingham where Carol
began the tedious job of packing for the
move.
“I’m so happy I got the job,’’ she
enthused as she worked, “but I must
admit I’m absolutely exhausted.’’ She
paused for a moment and added quietly,
“But I figure God’s brought me too far
to let me down now.’’ □

Students seek
on-campus
housing now
Although fewer students are coming
to Western this year, those who are here
have chosen
to liveon campus,
according to figures released by the
housing office.
Available campus housing was 79 per
cent occupied by the first day of school,
an occupancy rate not reached last year
until the second week of fall quarter.
Pete Coy,director of
housing, had
anticipated
alower occupancy rate,
based upon projections made at the end
of the spring quarter.
Why are students electing on-campus
living this year when In the recent past
the trend has been to move Into private
housing? Coy feels that one factor is
probably the current high cost of
groceries.
A student signing an
academic-year housing contract can get
a room and three meals a day for as low
as $430 for the fall quarter; winter and
spring rates are even lower.
In addition, new flexibility this year
permits students to purchase only two
meals a day for either seven or five days
(Continued on back page)
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EKSTROM is with the Grant County
Journal-Newscast
news
department
in
Ephrata.

'71 Air Force second lieutenant VICTOR
LEONARD has entered the Air Force
Institute of Technology to study toward a
master's degree In electrical engineering . . .
MARINA PENROSE and David Manners were
married in May in Bellevue . . . Ann Vender
Giessen and MELBERT FULLNER were
married
recently
. . .
MARY
LYNN
HOSTERMAN and Henry Kappert, Jr. were
married July 20 in Seattle ... BILL

'72 KAREN
LEE
JACOBSON
and
Howard Larsen were married July 21 . . .
DAVID MAYFIELD has been awarded a
teaching assistantship for the 1973-74 session
in economics and business at Western . . .
Pamela Jo Deane and MICHAEL RHOADS
were married June 30 in Port Angeles where
they are now living . . . SUSAN STEVENSON
and Christopher Janos were married in June.
She is teaching elementary school at Bothell
. . . COLLEEN CARPENTER and GILBERT
RODRIQUEZ were married in Oak Harbor

On-campus housing
(Continued from page 7)

per week, enabling them to spend even
less for board.
Students queried about their choice
of living arrangements, however, cited
additional reasons for their decision to
live on campus. Convenience of
location, a genuine dislike for shopping
and cooking, budgeting of time and
enjoyment of group living were all
mentioned in a quick survey of
upperclass students.
“I like dorm life,” said Jan Perry, a
junior from Tacoma. “I wouldn’t like to
have to do my own cooking or to spend
my time shopping. I’d rather be out
playing tennis.”
Cyndi Chovil, a junior from Federal
Way,
agreed.
“The
all-around
atmosphere is really nice,” she added.
The “atmosphere” in residence halls
is a relatively new thing. Until about
four years ago, students coming to live
on
campus
were
supervised
by
housemothers
who
functioned
as
disciplinarians. Today’s residence-hall
directors, who are often not much older
than the undergraduates in the halls, act
more as advisers.
Students now are treated as adults
from the moment of their arrival on
campus and nearly all restrictions that
once made dorm living intolerable for
young adults have been removed in
recent years.
While it might be expected that
young students would tend to be overly
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self-permissive in setting such policies,
such does not seem to be the case. Girls
in Western’s Ridgeway Alpha, for
example, voted unanimously their first
night in the hall not to have male callers
arrive
unannounced
after
9 p.m.
although campus policy permits visits
by members of the opposite sex until
2 a.m. on weekdays and 4a.m. on
weekends if such policy is approved by
two-thirds of the students in each
individual hall.
WWSC offers a variety of living
arrangements for those who decide to
live on campus. In addition to three
all-women’s halls such as Ridgeway
Alpha, there is one all-men’s hall, seven
co-educational halls—segregated either
by wing, floor or suite—a complex of
units with limited visitation options,
two apartment complexes and 43
two-bedroom mobile homes located
several miles away from school and
designed primarily for married students.
Each of these individual living areas
tends to develop its own personality
during a school year, according to
students, depending upon what sort of
policies and personalities emerge as
students get acquainted.
“Coed dorms are too noisy,” is the
opinion of Marianne Brecek, an
attractive sophomore from Olympia,
who this year is living in an all-women’s
hall. “There’s a tendency to ‘show off’
in a coed dorm.” □

recently. She is teaching at the Vancouver
School of Music in Vancouver, B.C., and he
holds a graduate assistantship in theatre while
working
on
his
master's degree
BARBARA CHUDEK and GLENN HJORT
were married in June and are living in
Fairbanks where she is teaching and he is
working on his master's degree at the
University of Alaska . . . VICKI DUSSAULT
and STEPHEN HAGEN were married recently
in Seattle ... MARY LOUISE GAUDIO is
teaching music in Aberdeen ... JILL
McKINSTRY {'73) and GREGG EPPERSON
were married in July in Seattle . . . Cathy
Gillis and V. MICHAEL ASHFORD were
married in June and are living in Bellingham
where he is employed by the Northwest
Medical Center . . . SALLY ROSS and JOHN
MALEK II were married In June and are living
in Federal Way. She is a social security claims
representative
trainee
In
Tacoma
KAROLYN KRAMER ('71) and JOHN
BATES were married in March and are
teaching at Oak Harbor High School on
Whidbey Island.

'73 Pamela Myer and RICHARD E.
MARTIN, Jr. were married recently and are
living in Kent where he works for the school
district . . . ROBERT BROOKE teaches fifth
grade in Port Angeles . . . GAIL MARTIN and
CRAIG WELLS were married recently in
Marysville where they are living . . . MONROE
ROBERT McLAUCHLAN Is employed by the
newspaper. The Independent, in Port Orchard
. . . LINDA OPPIE and Curtis Leady were
married in June in Seattle . . . KATEY PRICE
is teaching school in Adelaide, Australia . . .
DIANA SHALANDER Is teaching special
education at Omak . . . RUBY ANN CHINN
and JACK SWANEY were married in August
In Seattle . . . RENEE BOULAC and
TIMOTHY RUNYAN were married recently
and are living in Ferndale where he is
employed by the FDA . . . CHERYL
CORRINGTON and Larry Saunders were
married recently in Seattle and are living in
Torrence, Calif. . . . CLARE CRONIN and
STEVEN CLANCY were married in June in
Pasco and are living in Bellingham . . .
DOUGLAS PADGET will be teaching at the
Collegio Americano in Bogota beginning in
January ... PAMELA NUNN and BRIAN
BABBITT were married in June In Centralia.

IN MEMORIAM
'13 MARY OSSEWAARDE ZYLSTRA,
May 8, in Grand Rapids, Mich., from cancer.
'31 SIGRUN ALKIRE, July 18, near
Neah Bay, when the plane she and her
husband were flying in crashed.
Unclassified CHARLOTTE CLAUSSEN
CHURCHWARD, May 4, in Auburn.
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